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Looking Ahead 

January 12 ............................................... School Play 
 (7:00 p.m.; auditeria) 
 
January 16 ................. No School for Students & Staff 
 
January 23 ................................... Junior Parent Night 
 (7:00 p.m.; auditeria) 
 
January 24, 25, 26 & 27 .................. Semester Exams 
 
January 27 ................................. First Semester Ends  
                        10:40 a.m. dismissal for students 
 
January 30-February 4 ................. Snowcoming Week 
 
January 30 ................... Powder Puff Volleyball Game 
 (7:00 p.m.; Gymnasium) 
  
February 3 .............................. Snowcoming Assembly 
 (12:50 p.m.-2:10 p.m.; Gymnasium) 
 
February 3 ....................................... Basketball Game 
 (6:00 p.m. Girls; 7:30 p.m. Boys; Gymnasium) 
 
February 4 ................................... Snowcoming Dance 
 (7:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m.; Auditeria) 
 
February 11 ..................... MSBOA Solo & Ensembles  
 (ICHS) 
 
February 14 ..................................... Blood Drive: NHS 
 (8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.; Library) 
 
February 17 ............................ No School for Students 
 (Professional Development: Teachers) 
 
February 17 ..................................... Community Night 
  
February 20 ............... No School for Students or Staff 
 (President’s Day) 
  

Spartans welcome Mr. Rob Watt  

Interim Principal 
It’s a great time to be a Spartan, and I am happy 
to be able to serve the Spartans of Imlay City 
High School this winter as the school’s interim  

 
principal. Having had the pleasure of working 
professionally with Imlay City administrators over 
the years, I feel a connection to the district and a 
familiarity with many of the challenges facing 
education in this area.  As an educator and 
parent, I have experienced the world of public 
education on many levels and look forward to 
working with everyone to help students make their 
greatest gains at ICHS.  
 
My professional experience spans 31 years. 
Following graduation from Michigan State 
University, the first six years of my career were 
spent in Texas teaching and coaching at the 
middle school level before returning to Michigan 
where I taught English 11, Yearbook, and 
Newspaper at Capac Junior-Senior High School 
for seven years. During my time at Capac, I 
completed my administrative certification 
coursework at Wayne State University in Detroit, 
and then accepted the position of assistant 
principal of what was then called Almont Junior-
Senior High School. After two years, I moved 
from the assistant’s position to that of principal of 
Almont Elementary School where I served for 
eight years before accepting the position of 
principal at Almont High School and, after eight 
years, retiring in 2013. I returned to Almont High 
School in the fall of 2016 to serve as interim 
principal.  
 
As for my personal life, I enjoy playing hockey, 
skiing, watching movies and sports, reading, and 
spending time with my family.  My wife of 30 
years, Liz, is also an MSU graduate as are my 
two children: Jessica, 25; and Daniel 23 years 
old. 
 
I welcome all visitors, and hope that you will stop 
by to say hello!  
 
Mr. Watt   
 

Junior Parents’ Night 
Junior parents: Your student's senior year is just 
around the corner. There are many important 
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events that take place during the last part of their 
junior year and during their senior year. 
Therefore, the Counseling Center will host Junior  
Parents’ Night on Monday, January 23 at   
7:00 p.m., in the auditeria. The SAT test, the 
Michigan Merit Exam, and the college application 
process are but a few of the topics that will be 
addressed during the presentation. More detailed 
information will be sent to parents. 
 

2017-18 Class Registration 
Counselors will be meeting with students in 
February to register them for their 2017-18 
courses.  Students will be given the registration 
packets which must be filled out and returned on 
the day of registration with the appropriate 
student, teacher and parent signatures.  
Counselors will meet with students individually to 
discuss their course selection and post-secondary 
plans.   It is very important that students have 
their materials completely filled out and turned in 
on time.   
 
If you have questions or concerns regarding your  
student's course of study, please feel free to call  
and discuss this with his/her counselor. For 
students with last names A-L, contact Mrs. Laura 
Druker at 810-724-9821; and for students with 
last names M-Z, contact Mr. Jim Owen at 810-
724-9807. 

 

Yearbook Senior Family Tributes For 

Sale 
Yearbook is looking for parents interested in 
purchasing ¼ page SENIOR FAMILY 
TRIBUTES.  To order an S.F.T. for your senior, 
please e-mail icschoolsyearbook@gmail.com or 
look for the flyers, which your senior received in 
his or her English class.  Orders are due by 

Tuesday, February 16th. If you have any 
questions, please contact the e-mail address 
listed above or the main office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Band News 
Congratulations to the following ICHS students 
who were selected to perform in the MSBOA 
District 3 Honors Band at Brandon High School 
on January 28:  Renae Brewer, Krissy Davis, 
Olivia Friedenstab, Nick Hayes, Nathan Nothelle 
and Brandon Pries. 
 
Also, congratulations to Alex Graver for being 
selected to perform in the Bowling Green State 
University Honors Band on January 21. 
 

Snowcoming Dance 

The annual Snowcoming Dance will be held on 
Saturday, February 4, from 7:30 p.m. to 11:00 
p.m., in the high school auditeria. Tickets will be 
on sale during lunch the week of Snowcoming. 
Pre-sale tickets are $10.00. At the door, tickets 
will be $12.00. Any out of school guest attending 
the dance must be signed up in the main office 
and approved prior to purchasing a ticket. Guest 
applications must be returned to the front office 
by January 27.The Junior Class is sponsoring this 
dance. 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY BASKETBALL 

NIGHT 

FRIDAY, February 17 

Free admission to both Varsity 

Events! 

 

Girls tip-off at 6:00 p.m. 

 Boys tip-off at 7:30 p.m. 

 vs. Yale 

Imlay City Community Schools 

would like to thank the community 

for its continued support of our 

academic and athletic programs.  

Admission is FREE!    

Please join us in cheering on our 

Spartans as they take on the 

visiting Yale Bulldogs. 

mailto:icschoolsyearbook@gmail.com


Imlay City High School 3 The Parent Connection 

 
 

November 2016 Students of the Month 
Areli Cárdenas Arteaga  

 
 
   Areli Cárdenas Arteaga is one of our Imlay City 
High School Students of the Month for November 
2016! Areli is the daughter of Maria de Cárdenas 
and Gerardo Cárdenas, and is an older sister to 
Angela and Marisol Cárdenas. In addition to 
earning excellent grades, Areli is a captain of the 
Girls’ Varsity Soccer team and a member of the 
Spanish and Recycling Club.  In her free time, 
Areli enjoys playing soccer, taking pictures of 
nature, video editing, and writing short 
stories/poems in Spanish.  
   Areli’s role model is her mother because she is 
a strong woman who motivates her achieve all of 
her goals. She is very loving, helps to keep her 
focused, and has provided her with a great 
education. Areli believes that an education the 
most important thing that a parent can give their 
child. Areli’s current goals are to attend a 
university and pursue a degree in Civil 
Engineering. Once she earns her degree she 
plans on improving our roads, water 
infrastructure, and bridges while minimizing 
negative impact on the environment. Areli’s life-
long goals are to write a book and travel to Italy. 
Above all else, she strives to be a good role 
model for her sisters and to make her family 
proud. 
   Congratulations Areli! Keep up the good work! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jared Ragle  

 
 
   Jared Ragle is one of our Imlay City High 
School Students of the Month for November 
2016! He is the son of Jeffery and Jennifer Ragle, 
and has four brothers: Jonah, Jeffrey, Joey, and 
Jack. Jared is also the owner of three cats and a 
dog. In addition to maintaining excellent grades, 
Jared plays soccer in the spring. In his free time, 
Jared enjoys spending time with friends. 
   Jared’s role models are his older brothers 
because they have also excelled in school.  
Jared’s goals for next year are to take a number 
of AP classes and finish strong before heading to 
college. After high school Jared plans to begin his 
next step in education at Oakland Community 
College. 
   Congratulations Jared! Keep up the good work!  
 

Inclement Weather and School 

Closings 
As you can imagine, the decision to close school 
is quite complex for a number of reasons. The 
school district covers a large amount of 
geography, so conditions in one area of the 
school district can be quite different from another 
area of the school district. Additionally, weather 
patterns and conditions can change suddenly. On 
days when the weather is questionable and we 
have decided to keep school open, please 
remember that you, as parents and guardians, 
always have the right to keep your children at 
home if you do not believe they should go to 
school because of weather conditions. If, as 
parents or guardians, you feel that driving 
conditions are dangerous you are encouraged to 
use your personal judgment regarding 
attendance. 
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December 2016 Students of the Month 
Katy Arnold 

 
 
   Katy Arnold is one of our Imlay City High School 
Students of the Month for December 2016! Katy 
is the daughter of Patrick Arnold, and has three 
sisters: Elise, Ashley, and Elizabeth. She is also 
the proud owner of a dog named Tibble and a fish 
named Benji. In addition to earning excellent 
grades, Katy is very involved in the art program 
here at ICHS.  Since her freshman year Katy has 
won a number of awards for her artwork, 
including the grand prize for the Michigan 
Parenting Awareness art contest in December 
2016, and the Michigan Arson Awareness art 
contest in 2015. She has also been involved in 
the beautification of the ICHS campus. Most 
recently, Katy created a beautiful mural on one of 
the pillars in the art room. Her tremendous talents 
have also been recruited for paintings and other 
art projects for staff members.  
   In her free time, Katy enjoys creating all forms 
of art and skateboarding.  
Katy’s role model is her dad because he is an 
extremely hard worker. Katy’s current goal is to 
improve on her artwork. After high school, Katy 
plans to pursue a fine arts degree at Northern 
Michigan University. Eventually, she would like 
become an art director for Pixar Studios. 
   Congratulations Katy! Keep up the good work! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Connor O’Brien 

 
 
   Connor O’Brien is one of our Imlay City High 
School Students of the Month for December 
2016! He is the son of Tim and Sara O’Brien, and 
has three sisters: Emerson, Madison, and 
Charlotte. Connor is also the owner of two dogs 
(Cricket & Scout), three bunnies (Penelope, 
Beetle & Arlo) and a cat named Flea. In addition 
to maintaining excellent grades, Connor is very 
involved outside of the classroom. He is a multi-
year member of the varsity golf and cross country 
teams, as well as the National Honor Society. 
Connor is also a member of the Spartan Marching 
Band, Student Council, and Spartan Nation. In his 
free time Connor enjoys hiking, fishing, camping, 
biking, and pretty much anything else to do with 
the outdoors. He also enjoys working out, 
running, and playing sports.  
   Connor has listed his parents as his role models 
for a number of reasons. He looks up to his 
mother because she has a very busy schedule, 
yet she manages it around all four of her children. 
Her kind and caring ways have shown him what it 
truly means to be selfless. Connor also considers 
his father one of role models because he has 
shown him that you have to keep pushing on no 
matter what, especially when things get tough. 
After high school Connor plans on attending one 
of the following universities/colleges: Ferris State, 
Michigan State, U of M – Flint, Wayne State 
and/or SC4. Once he narrows down his choices, 
Connor plans on pursing a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Biochemistry, and then a Master’s Degree in 
Forensics. This will be done with the goal of 
becoming a crime scene investigator in mind. 
Eventually, Connor would like to have a family, 
hopefully stay in the state of Michigan, and maybe 
even become good enough at golf to become a 
pro. 
   Congratulations Connor! Keep up the good 
work!  
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Winter Road Conditions: Reminders 

for Parents and Students 
The Lapeer County Road Commission wants 
safety to be the number one priority for all winter 
drivers in the coming months.  Some of the tips 
that they suggest include: 
 
 Respect Snowplows!  Each plow weighs 

in at a hefty 20 tons and is equipped with a 
twelve-foot wide blade.  What’s more, 
plows work at a maximum speed of thirty 
miles per hour, so they are easy to close on 
quickly.  Most snowplow/motorist accidents 
occur when drivers either strike the trucks 
from the rear, or try to pass a plow on the 
left and strike the blade. 
 

 Equip your vehicle with a winter 
emergency kit which includes items such 
as:  ice scrapers, jumper cables, a snow 
shovel, traction mats (old rugs and blankets 
work well), a flashlight, boots, a winter hat, 
gloves, an extra set of warm clothes and a 
bag of de-icing salt. 
 

 Make sure that your cell phone is fully 
charged before leaving the house. 
 

 Give yourself plenty of extra time when 
traveling. 
 

 Be smart when choosing to drive in bad 
weather. Lapeer County is 30 miles long 
and 24 miles wide, and it is likely that road 
conditions will vary greatly in a storm.   

 
 Always ask yourself if the trip is really 

necessary. 
 
If you have questions or need additional 
information, please contact Mary Strikeleather, 
the Emergency Management Coordinator for 
Lapeer County, at 810- 667-0242. 

 

Selective Service-Attention Young 

Men 
Virtually every man living in America as well as 
any male citizen abroad is required to register 
with the Selective Service within 30 days of his 
18th birthday.  It is his legal and civic 
responsibility.  In fact, it’s the law!  
 
Once a young man registers, he stays eligible for 
programs and benefits connected to registration, 
such as college loans and grants, government 
jobs, job training, and citizenship for immigrant 

men seeking to become U.S. citizens.  
Registering for the Selective Service System on 
your smart phone when you turn 18 just takes a 
few minutes and keeps you eligible.  Visit 
www.sss.gov.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Mrs. Berry in the Counseling Center. 
 

The Flu 

As we approach February, which is traditionally 
the worse flu month in the United States, here are 
some facts from the Centers for Disease Control 
about the flu:  
 

 The flu will strike 10-20% of all Americans 
between November and March annually. 

 Over 120,000 people in the USA are 
hospitalized annually for the flu and 36,000 
die due to the flu, or flu complications. The 
majority of those who die are over 65 years 
of age. 

 The flu can be transmitted thorough 
sneezing, coughing and speaking. The flu 
can be absorbed through the nose, mouth 
and eyes. The flu may be spread when a 
person touches a surface that has flu 
viruses on it – such as a tabletop, and then 
rubs his or her eyes or mouth. 

 If you think you or your teen has the flu, the 
best course of action is: 
 Get rest 
 Drink plenty of liquids – dehydration 

is a serious concern with the flu and 
can cause serious complications. 

 Stay home! One of the biggest health 
threats posed by the flu is that, if left 
untreated, it can develop into 
pneumonia. Taking time out to rest is 
vital to eliminating this possibility. 

 
While preventing exposure to the flu is difficult, 
there are some recommendations that can help a 
person from catching it: 
 

 Do not allow yourself to become rundown. 
When you become overtired or do not eat 
well this suppresses the immune system 
and makes it easier for you to catch the flu. 

 

 Wash your hands frequently! Doctors also 
recommend carrying instant hand sanitizers 
– as these products allow you to kill viruses 
and bacteria on the skin while “on the go”. 

 

 Do not share eating utensils, beverage 
containers or clothing with others – all of 
these can easily transmit the virus. 

http://www.sss.gov/
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